Sickle cell disease -- when opioids and physicians fail.
An interview with a 32-year-old male with sickle cell anemia and multiple sequential admissions for vaso-occlusive crises, receiving high dose narcotic analgesics, is presented. The subsequent clinical discussion outlines psychiatric, psychosocial and treatment issues. Management of acute vaso-occlusive crisis is summarized along with a discussion of the value of comprehensive care for sickle cell disease patients. This article will be useful to physicians and consultation-liaison psychiatrists treating patients with sickle cell disease as well as policy makers developing service delivery models for this population.